AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 8, 2003

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2003-04 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 639

Introduced by Assembly Member Liu

February 19, 2003

l-Article—5.5¢ . " . ) to
Chapter-9-of Part 28-of the Education-Cederelating-topublie sehools.
An act to add Sections 52302.6 and 54698 to the Education Code,
relating to career technical education.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

AB 639, as amended, Liu. Regional-careertechnical-high-schools
occupational centers and programs: partnership academies

Existing law provides for the establishment of various programs for
vocational and career technical education in the public schools
including regional occupational centers and programs. A regional
occupational center or program is required to provide, among other
things, a curriculum that includes skill training in occupational fields
havingcurrent and future needs for the trainingppide an opportunity
for pupils to acquire entry level career technical skills, and provide for
the upgrading of career technical skills and retraining where necessary.

Existing law authorizes school districts to operate partnership
academies and provides grants for that purpose. To be eligible for
partnership academy funding, existing law requires, among other
things,that a school district provide an assurance that the academy will
be established as a “school within a school” and that each academy
pupil will receive instruction in at least 3 academic subjects each school
term, a laboratory class related to the academy’s occupational field, a
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AB 639 —2—

mentor,and, during the summer following the 11th grade, an internship
or paid job related to the academy’s occupational field or work
experience to improve employment skills.

Thisbill would authorize a regional occupational center ocogiram
to plan, establish, and maintain a partnership academy and to offer
academic courses as part of its partnership acadesmstirg—taw

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: vyes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECHON-I—Attele 5-5{commeneig-with-Seetton-52400)

2 SECTION 1. Section 52302.6 is added to the Education Code,
3 toread:

4 52302.6. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a
5 regional occupational center or program that maintains a
6 partnership academy pursuant to Article 5 (commencing with
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Section54690) of Chapter 9 of Part 29 may offer academic courses
as part of its partnership academy.

SEC. 2. Section 54698 is added to the Education Code, to
read:

54698. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a
regional occupational center or program may plan, establish, and
maintain a partnership academy pursuant to this article.

(b) For purposes of this article, a regional occupational center
or program is deemed to be a school district.

is-addedto-Chapter9-of Part 28-ef- the Eduecation-Codeto read:

Artiele-5-5—Regional-CareerFeehniealHigh-Sehools
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